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A group of harvestmen was asked to scythe 

two fields. The first field was twice the size of 

the other. Half of the day the whole group 

worked on the bigger field, in the afternoon the 

group divided into half. The first group finished 

the whole field by the end of the day. The 

second group went to scythe the smaller field 

and worked until the end of the day too. 

However a small piece of this field was left 

undone. The following day the rest of the field 

was scythed. It took the whole day to finish it 

by one harvestman. How many harvestmen 

were in the group? 
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